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A few words about khangas

What it is. As it is known nowadays, tlkéanga(or kanga)is a typical East African cloth (1&® wide by 11@m long) made oudf light and colourful fabric
(cotton or synthetic). It showa wide border (pindo) all around, a symbdlsmall motif repeated or big motif aloner both) in the middlearea (M;ji) andit is
usuallybearing a kiswahili sayin@na), or not It is normally sold by pairgl¢ti) and is mostly worn by women as clothes. There are many ways to wrap it
around (Jeannette Hanby & David Bygott, "Kanga®1 Uses" 1984 heycan alsoserve in mitiple ways: as baby carriers, head wraps, aprons, pot holders,
napkins, towels and much much motie for coveringshoes, handbags and so on.s ttesigns can be representative or geometrical, or both togediner

its price always stayed low $ioat anyone can afford®® ¢ KS SEGNBYSt & fryepssiz | IKy B Il Ndhot @BKED | 34 DR &

It's history: It is originated in the midst of the 19th century and distributed along the East African great lakes and sea shoresh©negfancient design

is the Khanga Kishutu that was usually offered to young brides (see khanga n° 27). Khangas have much evolved sincedbeipapigsand fabrics have
changed as to adapt to different contextat the beginning of the 20th century, Kadina Hajee Essak, also known as "Abdulla”, started to create designs
and marked them "K.H.E.Mali ya Abdulla". He often added a proverb in Kiswahili. It became common then to have a message which could be religic
political, promotional, historicalrophilosophical. It is ahort sentence presented like a proverbamotto and which can have different meanings. The more
mysterious or ambiguous the better! The first khangas designs were mostly including dots in the middle area. So theridraegaig come out of the
African guineafowl (called khanga in kiswahili) which has many little dots on her dark plumage. Some people say thatlgogite from the bantu verb
"kanga" which means to wrap! At first the khangas were designed and printed niodtigia, then Far East and Europe. But since the 50s, Tanzania anc
Kenya developed their own manufactoriesr Ezample in Kenya: Mountex in Nanyuki, Rivatex in Eldoret or Thika Cloth Mills.

"Apart from its protective and decorative role, kanga is @bout sending the message. It is the equivalent of the get well, greetings, or congratulations
cards in the western culture but in this case the message goes a little bit beyond the normal meaning. For example, a flaiter, a boat, or a bird could
mean good upbringing or just the appreciation of beauty. On the other hand, a lion, a shark, or any such kind of dangerowssaoould signal the sense

of danger or a clear warning.Quotation found on "Swabhili language and culturdittp://www.glcom.com/hassan/kanga_history.html

More information (history, culture, uses and examples):
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanga_(African_garment)
http://www.glcom.com/hassan/kanga_history.html
https:// kabatilakanga.wordpress.com/2017/01/28/kangsutu/
Jeannette Hanby & David Bygott, from "Kanga81 Uses", 1984, Kibuyu Partnerfyuyu@yahoo.com
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Why collectingkhanga®

Attraction to them: Khanga, PinkShade's mother, was called like that because of her demonsairadivexultantiove for khangas, botthe guineafowls and
the pieces of fabricd must say that she alwagberishedfabricsa lotand used tdouy some all over the worldnd inclde them in her householdsowhen

she discovered thesBast African cultural jewglshe enjoyed them very much because they expregs/fl way of life, with beautiful designs, enricheg

the sayings which are likenigmas challengimg us to discover thir meaning.For her first visit in Kenyé,offered her very first one, n°4, which safgAHAU
YALIOPITA", meaning "forget about the pastids particularly accurate as she just became a widow a few nstrattore. Impressedoy thatsignificantgift,

she couldn't prevent buying a few different ones in evptsice where we brought her to.

Surprisingobservation At the end, when | notice@t her homea full drawer stuffed with bright colors, | realized that she managed to collect about 25
different designs, in only 3 short sty Kenya. Not talking of the other khangae®ming from Tanzania, Madagasead other countries.

Recalling and sharindg<nowing that the British Museum had a collection of about 12, | thought that it wasr'titheulous at alto make a little catalogue of

her Kenyan texties belongings, showing a picture of eaalith some short referenes. She immediately asked to combine thewmth mines. But see, there is
some funny inversion as | hardiave7 of them, after having stayed in the country for about 4 years! And on top of that | bought only 5 of them. One wa
offered by a dear friend (thpreciouskishutu one, n°27) and the redhite and blackone with nice palmsby my dear mother (n°17Anyhow, altogether it
makes 3khangas. Each of therolfled in 5and piled up all togethethey reach abou#t8 cm high, not speaking about the weigthich rises up to 6 Kg

Conclusio: Now back home in Europe, we both think wass the kangasso much the richness of their diversity and their faculty to evolve according to
events and fashios.. so when do weet offand try tofind some more?
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HASIRA ZA MKIZIJARA YA MVUVI
The anger of the cuttlefish is tlgainof the fisherman

La colere déa seichdait le bonheur du pécheur

DESIGNI®01-2479MADE IN KENYA

Khangaswhich come in dark blue colour are normally callek&nga za magharibi (dusk kangas)
Main subject: a swordfish and a divdbetween twococonuttrees

Owner PMGM






